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Chalara Advisory Note 

8 August 2013 

Chalara dieback of ash – Advisory Note 
 

 
Forestry Commission Scotland is advising woodland owners and managers to extend 

their tree health vigilance to ash trees planted up to 20 years ago. Reports of Chalara 

dieback symptoms on such trees, particularly in the ‘sheltered’ and ‘buffer areas’ of 

Scotland1, will help to develop our collective knowledge of the distribution and 

behaviour of this disease.  

 

Large quantities of ash plants were imported from parts of continental Europe where 

the disease had been present before 2007 and this could mean that the disease was 

present on a very small proportion of plants imported from the continent at least 10 

years ago.  

 

Symptoms 

The symptoms to look for are very similar to those for younger trees, but trees in the 

6-20 age range will have grown above head height, making it more difficult to identify 

leaf symptoms. However, bark lesions, often diamond shaped and centred on side 

branches, will usually be visible, and will be larger on thicker stems (trunks). The 

crowns of infected trees can show evidence of dying back and have fewer leaves than 

those of healthy trees. There is also a greater likelihood of finding the blackened rachi, 

or leaf stalks, on the ground with the tiny, white, mushroom-like fruiting bodies on 

them. Following leaf wilt the blackened rachis are also likely to be found remaining 

attached to twigs. A picture guide and printable guide are available in the symptoms 

section of www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara, along with further information on Chalara. 

 

 

 

                                       
1
 For a map of these areas please see: 

www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCSCHALARAACTIONPLANSCOTLAND.pdf/$file/FCSCHALARAACTIONP

LANSCOTLAND.pdf). 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCSCHALARAACTIONPLANSCOTLAND.pdf/$file/FCSCHALARAACTIONPLANSCOTLAND.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCSCHALARAACTIONPLANSCOTLAND.pdf/$file/FCSCHALARAACTIONPLANSCOTLAND.pdf
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What you should do 

Suspected sites anywhere in Great Britain can be reported via the Forestry 

Commission’s Tree Alert app or on-line reporting form at 

www.forestry.gov.uk/treealert. However, within the sheltered and buffer areas in 

Scotland, owners or managers who suspect they have infected ash trees (of any age) 

should, instead, immediately report their suspicion to 

treehealthscotland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

For those without access to the internet, please report findings by calling 0131 314 

6156 during office hours.  

 

There is no requirement to do anything else except in the unlikely event we serve a 

Statutory Plant Health Notice2. Owners may choose to destroy the plants by burning 

or burial on site if they wish – see the generic advice on removal and disposal of 

infected trees. For sites with an active grant scheme, or where you may wish to apply 

for grant, see the section on ‘grant aid’ below. 

 

What we will do with the information 

At a local level, the information will be useful for landowners and woodland managers 

as they adapt to the presence of Chalara.  Forestry Commission Scotland will use this 

information to inform our understanding of the disease both in terms of current 

distribution and, for example, in allowing scientists to improve predictive models. This 

will ensure the best evidence is available to guide future policy and management 

options in Scotland.  

 

Grant aid 

Information on grant support for dealing with Chalara dieback of ash in Scotland is 

available at: 

www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/infd-978hs9 

 

                                       
2
 In Scotland, Statutory Plant Health Notices are only likely to be served on recently planted ash trees 

(notionally 1- 7 years of age) within the sheltered and buffer areas. Statutory action on older, planted sites 
will only be considered if the area of infection is small (less than 0.5ha) and the incidence of such infections 
remains rare. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/treealert
mailto:treehealthscotland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-979BZJ
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-979BZJ
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/infd-978hs9
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Where the original planting has been funded under an existing grant scheme such as 

SFGS or Rural Priorities, we will not require grant repayment where tree death is 

caused by Chalara or where tree removal has been specified in a Statutory Plant 

Health Notice. 

 

Local Conservancy staff will work closely with woodland owners on a scheme by 

scheme basis to assess the impact of any ash plant loss from Chalara and to discuss 

the future management of the scheme. 

 

Any remaining payments from existing SFGS or Rural Priorities contracts may not be 

paid where successful establishment is not achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


